In the western Atlantic this species is recorded from southern Nova Scotia to the Caribbean Sea in depths to 450 m (Barnard 1954b , Mills 1967 , Bousfield 1973 . Population densities of 15,000/m2 have been reported by Dickinson et al. (1980) in the Middle Atlantic Bight region. In the eastern Pacific Ocean, representatives of this species have been collected from Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia, to Ecuador in depths to 300 m (Dickinson 1982 Holmes, 1908 , from females in the Atlantic and A. vera Barnard, 1954 , in the Pacific. Mills (1967:645) first designated A. v era a jurior synonyn of A. agas sizi and noted that '?acific Coast specimens agree in remarkable detail with those from the Atlantic Coast as J. L. Barnard [1960] has stated and as I have been able to confirm." Recent examinations of representatives of these disjunct populations by Dickinson (1982:6) Goeke and Heard, 1983 , has been separated from the Pacific A. cistoides Barnard, 1954 , (Bamard 1954a , and A. parapacifica Goeke and Heard, 1984 , has been shown to be discrete and is separated fuom A. pacifica Holmes, 1908 . Atlantic populations of additional "transpanamic" species are yet to be elevated to the species rank (Goeke and Heard, unpublished data) .
Variation within the genus Ampelisca has been considered a problem by workers in the past. Reid (1951:197) stated "there appears to be a great range of real minor variations which is very strange considering the great constancy of characteristics in many species in other genera." However, Barnard (1960:6) Barnard (1960) Figure 1K ) and not the transversely rounded form figured by Mills (1967: Figure 3J ) and Bousfield (1973:Figure 38 Figure 1 . Ampelisca agassizi; A. from Dickinson (1982) : British Colombia; B. from Barnard (1954a) : California;C. from Barnard (1954a) : California; D. from Barnard (1954b) : Caribbean; E. from Barnard (1954b) 
